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Jean Carroll was the first Jewish woman to become a star in the field we now call stand-up
comedy. Though rarely mentioned among the pantheon of early stand-up comics such as Henny
Youngman and Lenny Bruce, Jean Carroll rivaled or even outshone the male counterparts of her

heyday, playing more major theaters than any other comedian of her period. In addition to
releasing a hit comedy album, Girl in a Hot Steam Bath, and briefly starring in her own sitcom on

ABC, she also made twenty-nine appearances on The Ed Sullivan Show.

Grace Kessler Overbeke is an Assistant Professor in the Theatre Department of Columbia College
with a focus on Comedy Studies. Previously, she served as the Perilman Postdoctoral Fellow in
Jewish Studies at Duke University.
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